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“He lifted me from a slimy  
pit ……. and set my feet 
upon a rock” (Psalms 40 vs 1-3)

 

“For I know the plans I 

have for you, declares the 

Lord; plans to prosper you and 

not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future.” 

Jeremiah 29 vs11 
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Acronyms 

AIDS    Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 
AGRITEX   Agricultural Extension Services 
BEAM    Basic Education Assistance Module 
CHH    Child Headed Household 
DSS    Department of Social Services 
FACT    Family AIDS Caring Trust 
HIV    Human Immune-Virus 
HH    Head of Household 
HR    Human Resource 
IEC    Information Education and Communication 
IGA   Income Generating Activities 
NANGO   National Association of Non-Governmental Organizations 
NGO   Non-Governmental Organizations 
NRC    Norwegian Refugee Council 
OVC    Orphans and Vulnerable Children 
PSI    Population Services International 
STI    Sexually Transmitted Infection 
VFU    Victory Friendly Unit 
VFC   Victim Friendly Courts 
WEI    World Education Incorporation 
YEP    Youth Education Pack 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

“He lifted me from a slimy pit ……. and set my feet upon a rock” (Psalms 40 vs 1-3 

 
4 

 

From the Programme Manager’s Desk 

Greetings to all the readers of our Annual Report. 

2013 came and now it is gone. The Annual Report 

outlines the interventions Simukai is implementing 

in communities with and for children. On a daily 

basis, we continue to read media reports on various 

forms of abuse perpetrated by duty bearers to 

children. The stories are heinous, outrageous, sinful, 

satanic and intolerable. Indeed, our country will 

never be at peace if children’s rights continue to be violated at this alarming rate.  

Child abuse, particularly sexual abuse, is rampant in Zimbabwe with increasing calls to protect 
children from all forms of abuse and neglect. A 2013 Zimbabwe Republic Police (ZRP) Victim 
Friendly Unit report, said more than 2 400 children under the age of 18 were victims of rape 
between January and October. Overall, 3 421 sexual abuse cases were reported during the 
period. It was stated in the report that neighbours account for 41 percent of perpetrators, while 
relatives left in the care of children accounted for 27 percent. Stories of abuse on children have 
been continuously published in the wide read papers such as the Manica Post, The Sunday Mail, 
Newsday, Daily News and the Herald. One wonders what happens to similar stories happening in 
the deep remote areas. What of the stories where the culture of silence strongly engulfs the 
communities and makes it very difficult for such reports to be made? One does not have to look 
very far to realize that the world is full of injustices especially against children. As God’s 
representatives on earth, it is mandatory that action be taken against such injustices. Bringing 
justice reverses the effects of unjust acts that have gripped millions of lives around the country 
and the world at large. 

The parable of the Good Samaritan in the Bible, which is found in the book of Luke, is a great 

illustration of God’s desire that we show mercy to those around us. Some people wonder how a 

good God could allow people to suffer. There is a perception out there that people living in 

poverty are where they are because of God. As his representatives, everyone is responsible for 

changing this way of thinking. Caring for others shows that God cares. Every action or inaction 

towards the poor and destitute says something to the onlookers. Our inaction is an indictment 

to God.  

It is indeed after a serious thought about what is happening around the world of children and 

especially vulnerable children that calls for self-introspection should be made. The culture of 

silence, characteristic of some local cultures is indeed perpetuating abuse on children. Some have 

gone to the extent of sympathizing with some of the desperate young girls and employing them 
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as housemaids, but that is child abuse. It is sad to note that in some cases some of that child labor 

is unrewarded or under-rewarded as they find solace paying them with second hand clothing. 

Part of the large statistic of sexual abuse on children is in such scenarios where adults pretend to 

surface as Good Samaritans and at the end of it all, sexually abuse these children. Self-

introspection is highly critical. When was the last time we cared for orphans and vulnerable 

children from our own extended families? These are only but a few instances that are common 

among the injustices perpetrated against the children.  

In cases where abuses occur at home, school or in Church by relatives or friends, there is a 

tendency by victims to keep them under wraps. This is another culture of silence. If children are 

the victims, they are threatened and older adults encourage them to keep quietfor fear of 

upsetting the status quo, relations, and protecting the church name at the expense of the child. 

Almost everything done undermines the interests of the child for the so-called greater societal 

good.  Sexual abuse on the girl normally involves a close relative and all is swept under the carpet 

by close family members.  

After reading and learning some injustices against children, indeed many will agree that ‘bringing 

justice reverses the effects of unjust acts that have gripped millions of lives around the country 

and this message is coming to you ”BECAUSE WE CAN!”’ 

 

Francisca Barbara Matsanga                                                                                                     

Programmes Manager 
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An Overview of Simukai 

Simukai Child Protection Programme, a registered child welfare organization under the Private 
Voluntary Organizations Act (Chapter 17:05) 27/12, was established in the year 2000 as a 
community response to the plight of abused, neglected and abandoned children, who live and 
work on the streets and those who live outside family environments. Since its inception, Simukai 
has strived to improve the quality of life of orphans and other vulnerable children (OVC). 
Networking and collaboration with the community and other stakeholders has seen Simukai 
realizing its dream of alleviating poverty in families and witnessing the children growing to 
successful adults. This has been possible, through working with communities and families to 
prevent various forms of child abuse while at the same time promoting and facilitating positive 
growth. Community capacity building programmes rolled out by the organization assist the 
communities to create an enabling environment for children so that they are not pushed out of 
family environments. Simukai programming has helped in trying to mitigate the factors that push 
children outside the much stable family environment into the streets and other abusive 
environments. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Vision 

A child friendly socio-economic environment in which, children and youths enjoy their 

rights and contribute to their communities 

Our Mission 

Facilitating the realization of the social, physical, psychological and, spiritual needs and 

rights of vulnerable children and youths through relationship building, care and support 

with the participation of families and community 

Our Goal 
 
Ensuring that children and youths achieve their full potential and become productive 
and responsible members of society is the goal for the organization 
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Objectives 

a. Reduce the vulnerability of the children and youths to all forms of abuse, sexually 
transmitted infections, (STIs) including HIV and mitigate the effects of HIV and AIDS 
on vulnerable children and youths. 

b. Improve the physical, psychological and spiritual well-being of vulnerable children 
and youths. 

c. Ensure access to formal and informal education, training and employment for 
vulnerable children and youths 

d. Advocate/promote the rights of vulnerable children and youths and ensure local 
community participation. 
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Introduction to Operations of the Organisation 

Poor country economic performance, HIV and AIDS pandemic and food insecurity, have 

combined to intensify and perpetuate the malicious cycle of poverty in Zimbabwe. There is a 

complex interplay between the humanitarian situation, HIV and AIDS and poverty. The above 

factors have continued to erode self-reliance at the household level and the quality of accessible 

basic services at the household, family, community,   and national level.  This has led, to increased 

vulnerability among the rural and urban populations. Compounded to that is also the increasing 

poverty levels in child headed households that has seen children engaging in very risky businesses 

and behaviour  leading  to exposure   and proneness to  abuse. Mythical beliefs have also been 

sighted as a major factor leading to child abuse especially, sexual abuse. 

Simukai Child Protection Programme works hand in glove with other stakeholders to facilitate 

the realization of the social (economic), physical, psychological and spiritual needs and rights of 

vulnerable children and youths. This is achieved through relationship building, care and support 

with the participation of families and community. It strives to ensure that children and youths 

develop to their full potential and become productive and responsible members of society 

through physical, psychological and spiritual support and rehabilitation. 

 

Simukai as a learning organisation implements programmes only in Manicaland Province with 

branches established in Mutare, Chipinge and Rusape. Simukai has adopted a systems 

strengthening approach in its interventions. It seeks to enhance the capacity of the Government 

through the Department of Social Services to be responsive to the needs of children, vulnerable 

children and those living and working on the streets. How it operates is a marriage of government 

departments and other child-centred organisations that work complimenting each other’s 

efforts, all for the best interest of the child.  

Different projects within the organisation, in conjunction with some key stakeholders, work 

together in ensuring that children and youths achieve their full potential and become productive 

and responsible members of society. 
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Child Protection 

Introduction 
As written in the International conventions, the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 

Child and the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child and the local Government 

Acts like the Children’s Act, children are entitled to special protection and care as their basic 

human right. Evidence shown from communities the organisation works with shows that the 

rights of the children have been greatly compromised by the different cultural traits in respective 

communities and the realities of the socio-economic environment. However, that being the case, 

the organisation has gone a long way in making sure the rights of children are respected and that  

communities  are sensitised  of these rights as well. The government made strides in enacting 

various policies that seek to protect children, for example, The Guardianship and Minor’s Act, 

Children’s Act, the Education Act and many others. It is the responsibility of all Zimbabwean 

citizens to implement the stipulated guidelines on protection of children.   

Street children intervention 
The phenomenon of children living and working on the streets is worldwide and it is estimated 

that globally over 100 million children are living on the streets. It is generally stated that the 

precise number of these children is impossible to know mainly due to their unpredictable 

lifestyles. Mutare, Rusape and Chipinge, as areas that Simukai’s is operating have not been 

spared of the problem. Basing on Provincial statistics records, it is estimated that there are over 

400 children living and working on the streets of Manicaland. There is also an incidence of street 

girls in Mutare although they are not as visible as the boys. The girls are more visible during the 

night where they solicit for sexual favours so that they can be able to meet their basic needs. It 

is estimated that girls are 10% of the total population of children living and working on the streets 

in Mutare.  

Reintegration of the children into mainstream society can be problematic.  Simukai, through day 

and night street visits, identify children living and working on the street and invite them to the 

centre for activities. Partially funded by World Education Incorporation, the project aims to 

rehabilitate street children through directly building relationships of mutual trust and respect. 

The children are referred to the Drop in Centre for further assessment and tracing on their family 

backgrounds and why they left home. If the child shows interest to go home, s/he is placed in a 

Place of Safety undergoing counselling to prepare him/her for reunification with the receiving 
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family who also would have received pre reunification counselling. The child will then be 

reunified after all the assessments.  

 

Statistics on street visits  

Item Boys Girls Total 

No. of Street Visits Conducted   830 

No of Children seen 729 76 805 

 

Street visits helped to improve and to form new relationships between Simukai and the children 

on the street. This has resulted, in an increase of the children visiting the drop in centre where 

they got further assistance. Children are meaningfully occupied through active involvement and 

participation in different psycho-social, spiritual and sporting activities until they decide on their 

own to leave the streets. Psychosocial support sessions that were held at the centre every 

Monday to Friday were basically on HIV and AIDS, STI awareness, educational activities, 

Expression through Art, behavior change, bathing and laundry, grooming and etiquette, sporting, 

spiritual growth, gardening, as well as feeding the children. Counselling sessions were also 

conducted and the sessions varied from the dangers of street life, drug and substance abuse, 

dangers of early sexual activities, family values, among other issues. Counselling helps in 

providing the children a wide array of options upon which they could base their decisions in life 

Teen HIV Prevention Program, American Corner and Youth Alive Zimbabwe, teamed up with 

Simukai in conducting the above activities with the children. These activities encouraged positive 

change in the social conduct of street children and behaviour change.  
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The children going through an outdoor psycho- social support session with Youth Alive Zimbabwe facilitators 
 

As part of its strategy, Simukai occasionally takes the children for camping. Camping outside the 

normal environment or Simukai Contact Centre gives the children an opportunity to reflect on 

their lives. During such camps, most of the children open up about their true identity and share 

their life stories. It has been realized that most of the children make fictious stories of their family 

backgrounds when they join the street. One camp was held by the Contact Centre in 2013 and 

was held at the Nyanga National Park's Mare Lodge. Eight children from different street 

backgrounds in Mutare attended. The discussions during the camp, counselling and the outdoor 

experience led four children that attended the camping to decide to go back home and these 

were reunified with their families. 
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Children and Simukai officers cooling down during the Nyanga camp held at Mare Lodge - Nyanga National 

Parks. It was funded by World Education Incorporation (WEI) 

Family Tracings, Reunifications and Visits 

A total number of 95 children were reunified with their families in the year 2013 in Mutare. The 
organisation ensures that children are removed from abusive environments and reintegrated 
within family environments for their safety and to fulfil the rights to protection and shelter.  
 
Children were successfully reunified with their families on their own consent. Family tracings and 
assessments, as well as counselling prior to reunification pave for a smooth landing within the 
receiving family. They learn to anticipate and solve some of the challenges they might face in 
reintegration. Among those reunited, 50% of the cases of the children included child abuse in 
forms of sexual and physical abuse, and the rest were cases of child neglect, abandonment and 
delinquency by some children. Working closely with the Zimbabwe Republic Police (ZRP)’s Victim 
Friendly Unit (VFU) and the Department of Social Services (DSS) in family tracings and 
reunifications, the organisation managed to reunify some children. The organisation works with 
line ministers such as the DSS so as to ensure government policies are adhered to. Simukai utilises 
the Identification, Documentation, Tracing and Reunification framework to assist the DSS in the 
identification of children living on the streets up until the time they are reunified with their 
families. Addressing the issue of children living and working on the streets necessitates the 
coordination and collaboration of a wide range of actors for a wholistic approach to the plight of 
children.  
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abandonment
17%

Physical abuse
11%

Delinquency
21%

gender based 
violence

6%

sexual abuse
24%

medical 
assistance

6%

court witnesses
3%

Breakdown of cases attended to at Place of Safety in 2013 in 

Mutare. 

The joy of being reunited with a family member as seen here Tendai Moyo (left) and Primrose Chigumbu being reunited with 

their maternal aunt on 8 October 2013.They relocated to Gutu in Masvingo Province. On the right “Where were you mummy 

when they were hurting me?”that is what Yamurayi Wedu seems to be saying(names used for children are not their real 

names) 

In Rusape, thirty three children were placed at the Place of Safety during the year 2013, out of which 

fourteen were boys whilst nineteen were girls. Twenty eight of the children were reunified with their 

families whilst five were taken to children’s home. 
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The Plight of Street Children 

With bare feet and bulging stomach, young children have pervaded the streets of Mutare, Chipinge and 

Rusape and indeed other cities. In the face of a crumbling economy, many have dropped out of school 

and struggle to make ends meet through street hawking and vending. They survive from the sale of 

different merchandise on the busy street corners. For many people, the street is a simple means that 

people use to reach their destinations taking them from one point to another, but it has slowly become 

the residence , home and life for children who are learning “economics and commerce” in the streets. 

While others are sweating from scribing history notes and scratching their heads solving algebra, some 

are in three busy streets of Mutare, Chipinge and Rusape selling brooms and boiled eggs, as they grapple 

to earn a living. 

In the splashing summer rains, the biting winter nights and the scorching sun’s rays, they toil in the cruel 

and busy streets with the bare soles of their feet that have been hardened. They are trying to earn a living 

for themselves and their families. Like a jungle, they have become accustomed to their ways of life. For 

some, they did not end up on the streets by mistake or choice; there is an explanation to their decision.  

Others as young as three months old, have become friendly to the harsh environment of the hustling and 

bustling in the pavements of Mutare, Chipinge and Rusape, as they accompany their parents into the 

street to make a living in the face of harsh economic conditions. One female vendor, who sells recharge 

cards on the streets of Mutare, had this to say; 

“The idea of having a child raised in the streets is scary, but there is no other option because I 

have to make a living. My heart throbs and bleeds for the safety of my child who may one day 

become even more hopeless than me when she gets lost suppose I get arrested since wrestling 

with the police is our daily bread.” 

Such are the tribulations that befall young children on the streets. Statistical records have it that, 90% of 

Zimbabwe’s population is not formerly employed and survive from the formal employment. According to 

Human Rights experts, many children have now submitted to society’s woes, enduring the cruelty of the 

streets as they try to fend for themselves. Children have become accustomed to street life and it affects 

their well-being as the current situation affects their psychological and physical growth. They do not fully 

realise their rights, even the simple right to play. According to the African Charter on the Rights and 

Welfare of the Child, all children have the right to live in a respectful supportive family environment that 

is free from violence, abuse, exploitation and discrimination.   

However, this is not the case. In many households children are exposed to various forms of abuse and 

neglect with the girl-child often finding herself at the receiving end of gender based violence in her own 

home perpetrated by the people who should be protecting her.  
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Advocating for children’s rights 
The organization in fulfilling its mandate of protecting children, has worked throughout the year 

promoting the protection of children from abuse, exploitation, violence, neglect and other 

injustices. The current social and economic situation in Zimbabwe has led to an increase in the 

number of child neglect and abuse cases, and deterioration in the respect of children’s rights.  

Many times children are prematurely assuming parental roles and as they endeavour to work for 

themselves and their siblings, they are exposed to exploitation, violence and abuse. The situation 

has been tougher for children that are left behind by migrant parents or children left as orphans 

when one parent passes on and the surviving spouse remarries. The effect of remarriage on the 

children differs with the sex of the remaining parent; if it’s the mother that has left her husband 

for remarriage and children remain with the father, the majority of the cases have it that the 

children suffer abuse both from the father and the step mother. Girls and boys are also affected 

differently. Girls significantly feature as sexual abuse victims and boys are prominently survivors 

of physical and emotional abuse. Through partnerships with other stakeholders like the VFU, 

Family Support Trust, Child line, The Ministry of Health and others, the organization has worked 

tirelessly to educate communities and the children about protection of children’s rights. It is 

unfortunate that mythical beliefs and Satanism has added on to the factors that are leading to 

rampant sexual and physical abuse on children. The religious fraternity has been engaged to 

intercede in such dynamics.  

Awareness campaigns in the community and in schools 
Awareness campaigns help in sensitizing the children who are the rights holders and all duty bearers on 

various child protection issues 

including child rights and 

abuse as well as common 

issues affecting children today. 

Beside schools, other 

sensitizations were done 

during calendar events such as 

the Day of the African Child, 

Provincial Rural Women’s Day, 

Ward Rural Women’s day, Girl 

and Boy Empowerment 

Movements and in Churches.  

Provincial Commemorations of 

International Rural Women’s Day in Mayo- 7 November 2013 
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Three two-day community trainings in prevention of child abuse were held in Nyautare, Nyatate and 
Mapako wards for Child Protection Committees (CPCs). This activity had a turnout of 146, 52 males and 
94 females. The parents and guardians of children are now aware of what constitutes child abuse vis-à-
vis roles and expectations of children under their care.  

Key Events in the life of Children- Commemorations 

Day of the African Child 

The Day of the African Child commemorations came into being after the 1976 Soweto Uprising when 

hundreds of South African children marched into the streets of Soweto protesting about the compulsory 

use of Afrikaans as a medium of instruction and demanding the right to be taught in their mother 

language. This apartheid regime shot dead hundreds of children and this prompted African leaders to sit 

down and set aside the 16th of June as the Day of the African Child, so that Africa and the world at large 

would commemorate this day annually as a means of advocating for children’s rights and protection.  

The Manicaland Provincial commemoration for the Day of the African Child was held in Bocha at 

Mwandiambira Primary School (about 45km out of Mutare). The government department’s Ministry of 

Youth, Indigenization and Empowerment programme was responsible for the commemorations 

recognizing the importance of youths and children in Africa. Present were representatives from different 

private and public organizations such as Red Cross Society, Youth Alive, Mwana Trust, and Simukai, among 

the invited stakeholders. The theme for 2013 Day of the African Child was “Eliminating harmful cultural 

and social practices affecting children; Our collective responsibility”. Children articulated cultural and 

social practices affecting them and all abuse issues. From the presentations, it was commented that 

children have been comprehensively taught about their rights and responsibilities. It is unfortunate that 

few adults attended the Day of the African Child commemorations yet most of the messages were 

addressed to them. According to court records, it has been established that 80% of perpetrators of abuse 

against children, are people close to the families and known by the families, for example, fathers, 

brothers, cousins, nephews, uncles and grandparents. Children meaningfully participated during the 

commemorations as they were given the platform to lead and participate in the programme. Issues were 

articulated through poems, play, music and dance.  

During that event, the Regional Magistrate, Mr. Wutahwashe, who spoke of the litigation aspect in as far 

as child abuse, is concerned, announced that it had been resolved that all court cases involving children 

should be finalised expeditiously (Refer to the Protocol on the Multi-sectoral Management of Sexual Abuse 

and Violence in Zimbabwe - 2012). Even though he expressed disappointment that the parents of the 

children he was addressing were not present, he however urged the children to go and share the 

information with their parents and guardians and encouraged all children to report any cases of abuse. 

Below is a picture presentation of some of the activities on the day; 
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At Mapako High School in Nyanga, ward 18 of Saunyama, a one day community campaign was done to 

commemorate the Day of the African Child through marches, speeches and theatre. 889 community 

members, 361 males and 528 females attended. Both parents and children now understand that child 

care, protection and rights come with roles and responsibilities. Involving local schools and communities 

in activities – community participation fosters community ownership 

Day of the Street Child Commemorations 

This year’s theme was ‘Home Street Home’. Hosted in Chipinge, the Day of the street child 

commemoration message was to encourage every citizen to take up the responsibility to take 

A traditional dance group entertaining the audience 

on the Day of the African Child 

Shundure Secondary School choir giving a song about 

Africa uniting to commemorate the Day of the African 

Child 

The theme for the Day of the African Child School children that attended the commemorations of 

the Day of the African Child 



 

“He lifted me from a slimy pit ……. and set my feet upon a rock” (Psalms 40 vs 1-3 

 
18 

 

care of children. No child belongs to the street and thus all were encouraged to provide a 

comfortable environment for the children to stay within the family setup.  

 

Other Commemorations 
Under the Action Aid funded project, Simukai participated in the commemoration of World Food 
Day at Nyatate which was attended by 120 participants, 32 males and 88 females. On the day, 
contestants prepared a variety of traditional dishes, that is, nyevhe, nhungumira (Black Jack), 
nyemba (cowpeas), sadza rezviyo (sadza/pap made from sorghum meal), musoni/mufushwa 
(dried  cabbage relish). Nhungumira (Black Jack) particularly helps in preventing anemia and 
boosting the number of red blood cells in the human body. This event was a platform for 
knowledge acquisition by villagers of food groups and benefits of a balanced diet, especially in 
an era of cancers and HIV and AIDS. The activity coincided with onset of rains, end of the month 
of November, presenting a golden opportunity for a variety of in-season vegetables and relish for 
example, black-jack/tsine, okra/derere, nyevhe and mapudzi. 

A one day commemoration of Rural Women`s Day (RWAs) in Nyautare, attracted a turnout of 99 
people consisting of three males and 96 females. RWAs were embraced by rural women in the 
uplifting and empowering facets they bring to the rural women, which is, savings and credits 
clubs, training women in leadership skills, value-addition of crop produce, commodity 
associations for crops, arts and crafts amongst others.  

16 Days of Activism Against Gender-based Violence (GBV) was marked with marches, speeches, 
theatre and banners being waved from side to side, at Mapako, ward eight. It was attended by 
151 people, that is; 28 males and 123 females. Adult participants undertook to nurture offspring 
and to resolve disputes amicably after testimonies recorded that children from violent and 
broken families are disruptive at school and tend to be violent parents too. It was observed that 

The Programme Manager, Mrs.F.B. 
Matsanga (in specks), dancing to a song 
along with other children during the Day of 
the Street Child Commemorations in 
Chipinge 
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men are also victims of GBV although due to socialisation, men under-report cases for fear of the 
negative perceptions and embarrassment from the community. Therefore, more GBV-
sensitization trainings are needed to bring awareness, conscietization and empowerment to the 
survivors of GBV. 

 

The 4Ps Campaign under the Ministry of Women`s Affairs, Gender and Community Development 

(MWAGCD) is an abbreviation that stands for: 

1. Participation - in all activities that concern women in a consultative and actively participatory 

manner for inclusivity. 

2. Prevention - making all conscious efforts to prevent and forestall all forms of Gender-Based 

Violence (GBV) against all persons, especially women and girls who are so often on the receiving 

end of acts of GBV. 

3. Programmes - craft activities/programmes meant to reduce GBV for example, trainings, 

awareness-raising campaigns, solidarity marches, advocacy and lobbying for policy shifts etc. 

4. Protection – the institution of entitlements, laws and acts that add to the fulfilment of the 
protection of groups most vulnerable and open to GBV 

 

One community campaign at Nyatate Business Centre, ward 17 of Saunyama, incorporating 

music, theatre and speeches and a march to commemorate World AIDS Day was held. 78 

people (20males and 58 females attended the commemoration. The Zimbabwe Republic 

Police’s presentation outlined that the wilful transmission of HIV is a crime.  

 

March during the commemorations of 
the 16 Days of Activism against GBV at 
Mapako Service Centre 
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Increasing Sustainable Household Food and 
Income Security 

Introduction summary  
The organization’s priority in ensuring the wellbeing of children is through economically 

empowering the children, the families and the communities. The ZOE Orphan Empowerment 

programme works with orphans and vulnerable children between the ages of at least 12 and 22. 

The programme provides grants to the youths to start their own income generating activities at 

household and at group level. Through these IGAs, children generate income to cover some of 

the basic needs at family level. The project also implements activities under four thematic areas; 

food and security, health and hygiene, ensuring child rights and spiritual support. In 2013 and 

2012, a number of youths have been retained in school and some have been reintegrated back 

to school since they were now able to pay their own school fees. Some of the families where the 

OVC come from in Mutare, Rusape and Chipinge, have been selected to join a Village Savings and 

Lending project (VSLA). The 33 beneficiaries of the project were given soft loans to start their 

own Income Generating Activities. Proceeds from the business   were earmarked to support their 

families.  

It has been realized that poverty in some families has been the biggest push factor for children 

to come to the streets, and the VSLA project endeavours to curb this challenge by improving the 

families’ economic status. Various trainings on improving food security have been done under 

the Action AID International Zimbabwe project and ZOE. Working closely with the Agricultural 

Extension Officers has seen the communities yielding very good results in terms of crop 

production and harvests.  

ZOE Orphan Empowerment Program 
The empowerment programme for orphans and vulnerable children is a comprehensive 

programme that addresses the many challenges that keep them in poverty. A number of needs 

assessment reports indicate that children are in need of care and protection. Every 14 seconds, 

a child in Africa becomes an orphan due to HIV and AIDS and when this happens, the burden of 

care falls to elderly family members and the oldest sibling left behind- all of them trapped in 

poverty. Children as young as 10-13 years old are the sole providers for their families. Because of 

the fear and misinformation surrounding HIV and AIDS, the children whose parents have died, 

are frequently subject to stigmatization by their community. Girls often have to drop out of 

school to care for younger siblings and may be forced to sell their bodies for food. Boys commonly 
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become street children, turning to alcohol and drugs to numb the pain and hunger in their lives. 

The ZOE empowerment programme has implemented a number of activities that have to a 

significant extent transformed the lives of OVC. The below chart shows the major four areas the 

empowerment project focuses on. 

 

The program works with children for three years, the first year is when children embark on 

individual IGAs so that they cater for their immediate needs at household level. As second years, 

children start on group activity. The groups become their new families where they support one 

another socially, psychologically and spiritually. The third year is a preparation for the children to 

be weaned off from the project by helping them and guiding them to strengthen their IGAs. 

Below is a table of children that were enrolled in the empowerment project, from first years to 

third years.  

Stage in Program Number of Groups Number of 
Households 

Total Incl. Siblings 

First Year 8 235 940 

    

Second Year 5 105 420 

    

Third Years 21 345 1380 

Total                                                    685 Households 2740 
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Through the questionnaires administered during recruitment of children into the programme, it 

has been a common trend that most of the families where the OVC come from are so poor that 

they cannot afford a normal three proper meal per day. The children, especially those in the rural 

areas who have farming land, each family received a 50kg bag of fertilizer and 25 kg bag of maize 

seed. During home visits, all were in smiles commenting that they are forever grateful of the 

intervention since it has taken them out from the common cycles of poverty. One 81 year old 

grandmother from Makoni who takes care of five orphans commented that; 

‘I think I can say you people you were God sent. I was used to always plant uncertified 

seed and my yield has never been so good given my very big family. I am so happy that at 

least our future and the future of my children are starting to take shape. By the time you 

wean off my children from the project, they will be different people” 

It was a sad moment when the old granny was narrating her life story before the empowerment 

project. During a field day event at one of the project beneficiaries, the whole community was 

grateful and they confessed that they have borrowed the zero tillage style of farming. 

Appreciation of the coming in of the programme with new ideas of surviving with available 

resources continues to shower.  

Gardening, small animal  rearing , broiler production, potato farming, animal farming and maize 

farming, buying and selling of items such as paraffin, dried Kapenta/fish, second hand clothes, 

mobile phone airtime recharge cards and vegetables are some of the projects that most of the 

children are doing to curb the challenge of poverty in terms of food and economic challenges. 

One 21 year old boy who was trained in hair barbering commented that at least he and his siblings 

have graduated to two decent meals a day from the one meal they had been condemned to due   

to recurring poverty. Below is ZOE programme in pictures; 

   

 The Success Working Group under the ZOE Project 

after receiving seed and fertiliser 

Community members attending a Field Day hosted by 

Munahse, a child supported under the ZOE 

empowerment project. She was voted best farmer of 

the year 
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The VSLA Project 
Through the Village Savings and Lending schemes, the total number that benefited from HOPE 

HIV IGAs is 52, (Mutare 26, Chipinge 11 and Rusape 15). This is a soft loan scheme where each 

individual is given $150 to invest in IGAs and they pay back within at least six months. The 

members are involved in several projects such as poultry rearing project, cross border trading 

and vending.  The objective of the project is to economically empower individual households. 

However, since these funds are a revolving fund, some members divert the funds for other uses 

such as payment of school fees, food and rentals jeopardising the whole idea of the project. Delay 

in payment of the loans by some members has led to the project’s failure meeting the intended 

goal.  The groups save money which they share in defined quarterly or half yearly cycles.  

 

 

 
Income Generating Visits to Garikai, Dreamhouse and Sakubva. Sandile Pfukwa an intern with Simukai makes 

follow up visits to Mrs. Juliet Chimika who has a vegetable stall and a broiler project (left) and Mrs Manyeruke 

(right) selling second hand clothes in Sakubva in June 2013. 

Regina(Right) of Masvosva with her siblings on part of their 

produce after receiving 25kg maize seed and 100kg 

Ammonium Nitrate fertiliser. They anticipated harvesting a 

tonne that year (compared to the 100kg they usually harvest) 

and it was enough to take them to the next farming season 

A visit to the Nyakuipa Vocational College in Matsika 

by ZOE funding partners 
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However most of the participants have managed to grow or keep the business thriving on their 

businesses despite the militating challenges they are facing in Zimbabwe. Most of them have 

been dutifully paying up their loan repayments in time. These have expressed much appreciation 

for the programme as they have realized great change and improvement in their livelihoods. 

Their family profiles have improved significantly. They are becoming independent, being 

capacitated to fund for their children’s fees, food and clothing. 

Conservation Farming 
Trainings in different farming disciplines were held in Nyanga to ensure food security within the 

families. Two-day community trainings each in Nyautare, Nyatate and Mapako wards of 

Saunyama Development Area on Climate Resilience and Sustainable Agriculture (CRSA) with 

facilitation from farmer organizations e.g. AREX, Veterinary Services and EMA, were conducted. 

135 community farmers attended this (45 males, 90 females). Two male participants testified 

that they practised mono-cropping in their fields through ignorance to the detriment of soil 

fertility and pest control in their fields. These participants have been taught to rotate crops to 

control pests and diseases and conserving soil nutrients and moisture through establishing 

contours in crop fields. Trained participants were equipped with knowledge on how to arrest soil 

erosion, practice crop rotation, mulching and pest control so as to improve crop yields. 

Exchange and learning visits each for farmer groups from Nyautare, Nyatate and Mapako were 

conducted. Such platforms helped in information sharing. It was learnt that growing the same 

crop by all farmers at the same time amplified the farmer`s voices when negotiating for a better 

producer price. Ten community farmers comprising five males and five females participated in 

2013 edition of the Manicaland Agricultural Show. It was their first time exhibiting. The farmers 

learnt about quality standard requirements specific to an exhibition at provincial level and it is 

the organisations’ hope that in the coming season more farmers will exhibit and win.  
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Education Support 

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and the African Charter on the Rights 

and Welfare of the Child to the Children’s Act of Zimbabwe, all explain that children have the 

right to education and that it is the State’s duty to ensure that primary education is free and 

compulsory. Thus all children have the right to acquiring an education and Simukai has in the past 

year strived hard to fulfill that mandate. In collaboration with the Ministry of Education, Sport, 

Arts and Culture and other stakeholders, the organization has complemented government efforts 

in ensuring that children in difficult circumstances acquire an education.  Whilst there are a 

number of success stories in terms of education support, one is that of Ishmael who got a 

scholarship at Africa University and is currently doing his studies under the Faculty of Agriculture.  

The other, Justine Mukono graduated at Mutare Teachers college with a Diploma in Education. 

 

 

 

Patricia Nyamudzanaka, Community 
Farmer for Mapako Ward 18 of Nyanga 
Exhibiting at the Manicaland Agricultural 
Show 2013 
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In Rusape, thirty nine (39) children were assisted with stationery in the form of exercise books 

and pens. However, because the organization has inadequate resources for direct school fees 

payment, some children have not been able to attend classes due to non-payment of school fees. 

Fourteen children were assisted with other basic needs such as washing soap and cloth whilst 

seven were placed back in school. The ZOE orphan empowerment programme has succeeded 

significantly in empowering orphans and vulnerable children with IGAs that have retained the 

children and their siblings in school. Of the many success stories, Elvis is a young boy doing Form 

3 at a local school in Makoni Ward 28. After completing his Primary Education he was blank as of 

what his future will be like in terms of him proceeding with his education. Through the ZOE 

project, he started a buying and selling of shoes, laundry soap, dried fish and bath soap business. 

Justine Mukono’s Story 

 

At the age of 23, Justin Mukono has just proven that with courage, 

motivation and focus graduating after roaming around the streets for 

survival is very possible. Having been a student at Mutare Teachers 

College for two years, he graduated and attained a Physical Education 

and sport Diploma. ‘He lifted me up from the slimy pit…and set my feet 

on a rock’, a verse Justine Mukono testifies to. 

 He became a “friend” to Simukai after he was being constantly seen in the streets of Rusape pushing 

wheelbarrows and pushcarts as a rank tout.  Having been born in a family of five, it was hard for all of 

them to go to school and therefore pushing wheelbarrows was a means to try and help his mother. 

Simukai has managed to change a life and his testimony will surely change two more. Children who live 

a hard life or in poverty usually accept that lifestyle as they feel they can never make it big in life. Such 

mind sets are usually the drawback factors to success. In this case Justine Mukono felt motivated, he 

was determined and was whiling to tackle or manipulate every chance that came to him for the better. 

The chance that he was given by Simukai through Hope HIV was taken fully and seriously. Thus far that 

the Lord has taken Justine Mukono, who is now a teacher at Rongwe Secondary school in Rusape and 

doing quite well. Justine is still very grateful for what the organization did to him by giving him hope, 

courage and monetary assistance to pursue his studies. The organization is also very grateful for the 

determination Justine had. He did not drop out nor fail a course in the process, all he wanted was to earn 

a long term sustainable tool of survival in life (education). Now, Justin Mukono is a teacher. 
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From that project he is paying for his school fees and has also bought a goat that has reproduced 

and now has one offspring. Elvis’s grandfather was so grateful of the Empowerment Programme 

commenting that it has transformed Elvis’s life and that of the whole family too.  

Under the Action Aid International funded project, the organisation block-granted construction 

of a learning classroom block at Magarati Primary School. Magarati Primary School is a school 

located in Mapako ward 18 of Nyanga District where AAIZ in partnership with its implementing 

partner, Simukai, are operating. The classroom construction was a result of lobbying efforts by 

the Mapako community, who lamented during Simukai`s first Annual Participatory, Review and 

Reflection (PRRP) community meeting in September 2012. It was highlighted that pupils from 

Magarati village were walking long distances to school, between 5-10 kilometers to attend school 

at Tamunesa and Mapako Primary Schools. 129 needy children, 65male and 64 female, most of 

them living with the elderly and some with disabled elderly guardians, will benefit from this 

initiative. Magarati community, teachers, traditional leaders and pupils are very grateful about 

this infrastructural development at the school. Currently, the school block is still under 

construction. 

Vocational skills development facilitates skills development for the children. For the ZOE 

empowerment programme, skills that are offered at ZOE’s vocational college at Nyakuipa High 

School in Matsika, Makoni District, are carpentry and joinery, sewing and building. Acquiring such 

skills helps children to be self-employed in this era of very high unemployment. Under the NRC 

funded vocational training in Muzite and Chiriga, courses that were on offer in 2013 include; 

carpentry and joinery, garment making, cosmetology and brick and block lying (check following 

page for statistics).  

The aim is to create employment creators and not job seekers.  The program is using a community 

based approach that was started by Simukai in partnership with Norwegian Refugee Council 

(NRC). The skills training program has been localized as most vocational centres are not close by 

and it was difficult and expensive for local youth to access. The aim of the community based 

approach is to implement durable solutions, that is, skilled youths. The program ensures that 

youth are self-dependent and they do not become beggars in their own community. NRC 

compliments government efforts in empowering youths for future life and this is done in 

partnership with Ministry of Social Welfare and Services, Ministry of Education, Sports, Arts and 

Culture and Rural District councils and Ministry of Youth, empowerment and indigenisation 

Project. 

 

Muzite and Chiriga Vocational skills Statistics 
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May Intake                                                                                                        December 

Graduates 

    

COURSE Female Male Total Drop 

outs 

Female Male Total 

Cosmetology 23 4 27 0 23 4 27 

Garment 

Construction 

27 1 28 1 27 0 27 

Carpentry and 

Joinery 

3 19 22 2 3 17 20 

Brick and Block 

Laying 

2 22 24 2 1 21 22 

Total 55 46 101 5 54 42 96 

 

 

   

Garment Making at Nyakuipa Vocational College in 

Matsika, Rusape for the ZOE Project 

Justine Mukono with the Programme Manager, Mrs. 

F.B. Matsanga 
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Commissioning of the Sakubva Rehabilitation Centre 

The Simukai Rehabilitation Centre was established in Sakubva in August 2001. The centre was 

established as a response to the problem of vulnerable children in Sakubva who were 

continuously being seen on the streets even after reunification was done. The families were 

engaged and consulted on the best way of occupying these children. The long lasting solution 

was to have a place where continued psychosocial support and rehabilitation would be provided; 

this led to the relationship with Dangare Primary School in Sakubva which offered Simukai a room 

for psychosocial activities, academic as well as sport and recreation space. The numbers 

continued to grow from 2002 to 2003 and for sustainability, a permanent place was the best. 

Consultations with the City of Mutare authorities eventually led to the lease of a piece of land in 

Sakubva for developing a Rehabilitation Centre. Fundraising efforts to construct a permanent 

structure at the Rehabilitation centre continued and it was a memorable moment when the 

organisation got a grant from the Japanese Embassy in 2011. Although there were some 

challenges that were faced during construction, the project was successfully completed. 

However, there are still other touch-ups such as completion of the durawall and tiling that needs 

to be done. On the 20th of March 2013, the Simukai – Sakubva Rehabilitation Centre was 

commissioned by the Japanese Embassy Ambassador, His Excellency, Yonezo Fukuda. Below are 

some of the photos of the commissioning of the Simukai Sakubva Rehabilitation Centre. 

 

Motor  Mechanic in Mutare Urban  - Simukai supports 

youths in vocational skills training  

Some of the graduands at Muzite following the 

proceedings during the graduation ceremony held in 

December 2013 
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The above two structures, the toilets and shed, 

were the only facilities before the generous grant 

by the Japanese Government 

The Simukai Sakubva Rehabilitation Centre after 

completion 

Commissioning of the Simukai Sakubva Rehabilitation 

Centre. On the picture; far left is the Provincial 

Adminstartor- Mr Mbetsa, His Excellancy The Japanese 

Ambassador in Zimbabwe, Yonezo Fukuda, beside him is 

Simukai Programme Manager, Mrs. F.B. Matsanga. On 

the picture are some Trustees, Board members and 

Simukai staff.  

Unveiling upon commissioning of the Simukai Sakubva 

Rehabilitation Centre  
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Simukai Pre-School 

Rehabilitating and meaningfully occupying vulnerable children and youths so as to give them 

hope and direction for a better future is the main goal of the organization’s Education and 

Rehabilitation department. The department runs a pre-school that accommodates especially 

siblings of the vulnerable children supported by Simukai. Its establishment was to curb the influx 

of street children due to idleness in the home area. 61 children were enrolled to the pre-school 

in 2013 and of that figure, 31 graduated.  

 

 

Pre-scholars in class at Sakubva Rehabilitation Centre and outside at the main centre dancing with their teacher 

during a fun day commemoration 

Scouting 

In 2013, the scout group had a total of 18 scout members being 9 females and 9 males.  The scout 

group participated in Commemorating Sir Baden Pawel’s day (Scouts day) in May 2013 at 

Manicaland Scouts Association Hall. They also were trained on how to provide First Aid, Survival 

skills training, scout leadership training and snare hunt training. The group took part in the District 
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Scout competitions that were held at Chenziwa and they came in second position out of the eight 

scout groups. For the Provincial Scout Competitions that were held in Kwekwe, the group was 

sixth position out of the 14 participating groups. Scouting is beneficial to children’s rehabilitation 

process. The sessions are helpful in that children are taught to be useful and to help others, to 

be clean in thought, word and deed, to be a friend to all and a brother to every scout, to smile 

even when facing hardships and also to be a trusted person. 

                

Scouts doing a presentation at a workshop held at 

Chenziwa Hall   

Scouts commemorating Barden Pawel’s Day on the 

28th February 2013 at Manicaland Scouts Association       
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Health Promotion and Support 

Under the Action Aid sponsored project, two-day trainings of women and girls in Saunyama 

wards were held on reproductive health and other Sexual Reproductive Health (SRH) issues 

affecting women and girls. 373 people, 99 males and 274 females present participated in the 

trainings. 2 boys and 3 girls came forth after the Mapako training for private consultations on 

STIs and masturbation.  Follow-up trainings will continuously be carried out to consolidate the 

gains recorded at this training. 

For most of the children that come to the Place of Safety, most of them are sexual physical abuse 

cases. Collaboration with Family Support Trust and Ministry of Health sees the organization 

referring such children for medical treatment and health related counselling. Four children who 

live on the streets, two girls and two boys, were also offered medical assistance at Mutare 

Provincial Hospital. One horrific case of child abuse was that of an 11 year old girl from 

Penhalonga who was seriously physically abused by her father in an alleged drunken stupor. Her 

father allegedly bashed her with a machette and a burning log of wood leaving the child with 

multiple burns, deep cuts and wounds on the head, the hand, the back and the elbow. The girl 

however suffers from epilepsy and was disabled. She had trouble walking, basic functioning and 

displayed a lack of coordination or bodily cohesion. She needed special care and attention to 

perform basic functions such as going to the toilet, wiping her nose and cleaning up herself, as 

well as constant medical assistance. Her speech was very limited and normally she mostly just 

nodded and hardly said a word. During her stay at the Place of Safety, she was engaged in 

rehabilitative exercises consisting of physical activities, counselling, spiritual sessions, play 

therapy and even learnt to do household chores such as sweeping, washing dishes and bathing. 

With increased interaction with the staff and other children, she learnt to express herself 

verbally, began to smile, laugh and even dance. She even learnt to go to the toilet by herself and 

do her own laundry. The young girl was placed at an institution after realizing the danger she was 

exposed to if reunified with her father. She is now attending school. However, she still has some 

physical challenges as a result of a stroke she suffered on one side of her body after the blows to 

her head and her other hand has limited mobility.  



 

“He lifted me from a slimy pit ……. and set my feet upon a rock” (Psalms 40 vs 1-3 

 
34 

 

 

 

 

 

Finance and Administration  

The main objective of the Finance department is to provide financial and administrative services, 

advising on managing resources and keeping accounting records. The department also assists in 

preparation, presentation and interpretation of budgets and uptake of funds. The year 2013 was 

one of those difficult years for the organisation, characterised by dwindling financial resources 

against rising needs of the community. The percentage of administration funds compared to 

programming funds continued to go down, as some funding partners were not willing to cover 

administration costs. 

Nonetheless, Simukai managed to implement its programmes despite challenges in funding.  

Funding Partners and Level of Funding 
FUNDING PARTNER GRANT 
Action Aid International GBP  35,000 

Germany Embassy USD  10,000 

Hope HIV GBP   50,000 

Norwegian Refugee Council - YEP USD 162,012 

Norwegian Refugee Council - NORAD USD   41,740 

Oak Foundation USD   30,000 

Plan International – Mutare/Mutasa USD   30,000 

Plan International - Chipinge USD   11,000 

ZOE Ministry USD 236,795 

Vehicles  
The ageing fleet of vehicles has become one of the biggest expenses for the organisation.  On a 

positive note the organisation received a donation of a brand new Toyota Hilux D4D truck from 

the ZOE Ministry. Thanks to ZOE Ministry for the generous donation.  The organisation also 

received funds from HOPE HIV and bought a good second hand truck (Nissan Hardbody - NP300).  

These two vehicles have helped to ease the problem of transport for programme Officers.  
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However there is still need for at least three more vehicles; one for the main office, another 

vehicle for Chipinge sub-office and one vehicle for Rusape sub-office. 

 

 

 

Statistics for 2013 Activities 

 

Activity Cumulative from January 2013 
 

Male Female Total 
Street visits done   830 

Children seen on the streets 729 76 805 

New cases on the streets 86 14 100 

Children fed at the contact centre 515 115 625 

Children fed at the rehabilitation centre 115 146 261 

No of children provided with Place of Safety 53 105 158 

Medication 9 21 30 

Children counselled 225 117 342 

Adults counselled 26 99 104 

Workshops/HIV and AIDS sessions   10 

 Educational assistance 97 93 190 

Camps and excursions   3 

Reunifications 33 70 103 

Relapses 10 0 10 

Material assistance 21 10 31 

No of children visited in schools   47 

No of schools visited   13 

No of families visited   326 

Parenting seminars   6 

Outreach awareness campaigns held   38 

No of children referred to other organisations 2 9 11 

No of children directly reached during awareness’s 6642 9022 15 664 

Number of adults directly reached during 

awareness’s 

1167 2724 3891 
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Looking Ahead!!!!! 

The year 2013 has seen the organisation working persistently towards addressing the plight of 

children. Despite the many challenges faced, especially financial, the organization with the 

assistance of various key stakeholders has been working tirelessly in order to improve the social, 

economic and physical status of children in the province. The Department of Social Services, 

Victim friendly Unit, the Victim Friendly Court, Youth alive, Child line, Family Support Trust, 

American Corner, Capernaum Trust, Government departments and many others, have availed all 

their resources, support and expertise in a bid to ensure that children are safe and have improved 

access to their welfare.   

The mission of the organisation is to facilitate the realization of the social, physical, psychological 

and spiritual needs and rights of vulnerable children and youths through relationship building, 

care and support with the participation of families and community. Simukai’s programming 

approach will be a combination of the basic needs and rights based approaches. Current 

approach focuses on meeting the basic needs, that is, food, shelter and education, of children in 

difficult circumstances (social protection). While this is critical for the survival of the children, 

under the current strategic plan, it will be imperative to move towards a rights based approach 

to enhance the capacity of children, families and their communities to understand their basic 

rights which is a more holistic approach. 
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Networking Partners 

 
National Association of Non-Governmental 
Organisation 
• Child line 
• Plan International Zimbabwe 
• Youth Alive 
• Agricultural Research Technological Extension 
• Zimbabwe AIDS Network 
• Teen HIV Prevention Programme 
American Corner 
• Youth Centre 
• Population Services International Zimbabwe 
• Local Authorities 
• Family Support Trust 
• School of Psychological Services 
• New Start Centre 
• Victim Friendly Unit 
• Victim Friendly Initiative Courts 
• Zimbabwe National Family Planning Council 
• Ministry of Youth Development, Indigenization 
and 
Empowerment 
• Ministry of Health and Child Welfare 
• National AIDS Council 
• Ministry of Education 

• Media Houses 
• Traditional Leaders 
• Ministry of Women Affairs, Gender and 
Community 
Development 
• Hope HIV 
• Churches 
• Action Aid International 
• Oak Foundation 
• World Education Incorporation 
• Zimbabwe Orphan Empowerment Programme 
• Firelight Foundation 
• Business Community 
• Japanese Embassy 
• Scripture Union 
• Nyanga Rural District Council 
• Makoni Town Council and Rural District 
Council 
• Chipinge Town Council and Rural District 
Council 
Save the Children 
 

- 

 

 

 

 Note on Donations 

As Simukai Child Protection Programme, we would want to thank individuals, companies, 

wholesalers, retailers, Churches, Banks, Government Departments and organizations that 

extended their support to the organization in different ways. Thank you for your support in 

fulfilling the organization’s mandate of supporting and protecting children’s welfare  



 

“He lifted me from a slimy pit ……. and set my feet upon a rock” (Psalms 40 vs 1-3 

 
38 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As Simukai, we would want to express our heartfelt condolences to the Chinonzura 

family for the passing on of Lee Chinonzura who was the Board Secretary. We 

sympathize with Youth Alive for losing a young energetic worker. May His Soul 

Rest in Peace. Lee is missed by Simukai Trustees, Management Board, Staff and 

children whom he worked with. We have another child whom we worked with, 

George Katuruza who passed on in April 2013. The tragedy left his peers, the 

department and the family, shocked and overwhelmed for the untimely departure 

of George katuruza who was a 15 year old boy. May His Dear Soul Rest in Peace 

 


